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STATE OF FLORIDA
LILA A. JABER, CAPITAL CIRGLE OFFICE CENTER
CHAIRMAN STy 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850
(850) 413-6046
!
JPublic Berfrice Qommission
July 2, 2002 HE
JUL 18 2002
Ms. Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary FRAL COMMUNICARIONS OOAMMIBRION
Federal Communications Commission SFFCE OF THE sechrmew
Office of the Secretary

445 12" Street, SW, Room TW-204B
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 - Certification Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §54.314
Dear Secretary Salas:

Pursuant to the requirements of 47 C.F.R. §54.314, the Florida Public Service Commission
(FPSC) hereby certifies to the Federal Communications Commission that all federal high-cost funds
flowing to Florida rural carriers for the year commencing January 1, 2003, and ending December
31, 2003, will be utilized in a manner consistent with §254(e) of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. The Florida rural carriers hereby certified are: ALLTEL Florida, Inc.; Frontier
Communications of the South, Inc.; Quincy Telephone Company d/b/a TDS Telecom/Quincy; Smart
City Telecommunications LLC d/b/a Smart City Telecom; Northeast Florida Telephone Company,
Inc.; Indiantown Telecommunications Systems, Inc.; and GTC, Inc. d/b/a GT Com. As required by
§254(e), these companies will only utilize the federal high-cost support for which they are eligible
in the year 2003 for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and services for which
the support is intended.

The representations and certifications provided herein arose from the Commission’s
proceedings in Docket No. 010977-TL. A copy of the FPSC’s order certifying these companies for
the year 2003 is attached.
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BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: State certification of DOCKET NO. 010977-TL

rural telecommunications QORDER NO. PSC-02-0880-FOF-TL
carriers pursuant to 47 C.F.R. ISSUED: July 1, 2002

54.314. )

The following Commissioners participated in the disposition of
this matter: '

LILA A. JABER, Chairman
J. TERRY DEASON
BRAULIO L. BAEZ

MICHAEL A. PALECKI

RUDOLPH “RUDY” BRADLEY

FINAL ORDER REGARDING RURAL LOCAL EXCHANGE COMPANY CERTIFICATION

BY THE COMMISSION:

Section 254 (e} of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 provides
that a carrier that receives universal service support “. . . shall
use that support only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading
of facilities and services for which the support is intended.” In
its Fourteenth Report and order, Twenty-Second Order on
rReconsideration, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC
Docket No. 00-256 (the Rural Task Force Order; hereafter, the RTF
order) the Federal Communications Commission (FcC) modified its
rules pertaining to the provigsion of high-cost support for rural
telephone companies. In addition, the FCC adopted a rule requiring
that states who wish for rural carriers in their territory to
receive federal high-cost support must file a certification
annually with the FCC and with the Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) . This certification is to state that all federal
high-cost funds flowing to rural carriers in the state, or to any
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers requesting support
for serving within a rural carrier’s service area, will be used in
a manner that comports with gection 254(e). The rule provisions
are:

§54.314. State certification of support for rural
carriers.
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(a) State certification. States that desire rural
incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible
telecommunications carriers serving lines in the
service area of a rural incumbent local exchange
carrier within their jurisdiction to receive
support pursuant to §§54.301, 54.305, and/or 54.307
of this part and/or part 38, subpart F of this
chapter must file an annual certification with the
Administrator and the Commission stating that all
federal high-cost support provided to such carriers
within that State will be used only for the
provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities
and services for which the Support is intended.

(c) Certification format. A certification pursuant to
this section may be filed in the form of a letter
from the appropriate regulatory authority for the
State, and shall be filed with both the Office of
the Secretary of the Commission clearly referencing
CC Docket No. 96-45, and with the Administrator of
the high-cost universal service support mechanism,
on or before the deadlines set forth below in
subsection (d).

The FCC requires that certifications for the funding year January
1, 2003 - December 31, 2003, must be submitted by October 1, 2002,
in order for a rural carrier to be eligible for high-cost universal
sexrvice support for all of calendar year 2003.

Unless this Commission submits certifications to the FCC and
to USAC by October 1, 2002, Florida’'s seven rural carriers will
receive no interstate high-cost universal service funds during the
first quarter of 2003, and may forego all support if certification
from the FPSC is not eventually submitted. Other than Frontier,
these rural LECs are under intrastate price regulation and thus our
regulatory oversight over their operations is:somewhat limited.
However, the FCC anticipated that certain state commissions may
have restricted authority:
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In the case of non-rural carriers, we concluded that
states nonetheless may certify to the Commission that a
non-rural carrier in the state had accounted to the state
commission for its receipt of federal support, and that
such support will be ™“used only for the provision,
maintenance and upgrading of facilities and services for
which the support is intended.” We determined that, in
states in which the state commission has limited
jurisdiction over such carriers, the state need not
initiate the certification process itself. . . .We
conclude that this approach is equally appropriate here
with regard to rural carriers and competitive eligible
telecommunications carriers serving lines in the service
area of a rural local exchange carrier. (RTF Order, Y188)

Each of the seven Florida rural LECs has submitted an affidavit
(see Attachments A through G) in which they have certified that
their use of interstate high-cost universal service support
received during 2003 will comport with section 254(e} of the Act
and applicable FCC rules. We note that this procedure is identical
to that followed for funding year 2002, the first year that FPSC
certification was required. Given these LECs’ certifications, this
Commission does certify to the FCC and to the USAC that these LECs
will be using interstate high-cost universal service support in
2003 in a manner that complies with section 254(e).

Under the FCC's rule 54.314, state commission certification
that their rural LECs will use interstate high-cost universal
service support in a manner that comports with section 254 (e} will
need to be addressed once each year. We anticipate that in
subsequent years, Florida’s rural LECs who continue to desire to
receive interstate high-cost universal service support will again
submit affidavits to this Commission; such affidavits would need to
be received on a schedule that allows for an order to be issued and
forwarded with a letter to the FCC and the USAC prior to October 1.
Accordingly, it is appropriate for this docket to remain open to
handle subsequent year's certifications.
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It is therefore

ORDERED by the Florida Public Service Commission, and we
hereby certify that ALLTEL Florida, Inc., Frontier Communications

of the South, Inc., Quincy Telephone Company d/b/a TDS°®
Telecom/Quincy, Smart City Telecommunications LLC d/b/a Smart City
Telecom, Northeast Florida Telephone Company, Inc., Indiantown

Telecommunications Systems, Inc., and GTC, Inc. d/b/a GT Com will
be using interstate high-cost universal service support in 2003 in
a manner that complies with Section 254(e) of the federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996. It is further

ORDERED that Attachments A through G to this Order are
incorporated by reference herein. It ig Ffurther

ORDERED that this docket shall zremain open to handle
subsequent year’s certifications for Florida’s rural local exchange
companies.

By ORDER of the Florida Public Service Commission this 1st
Day of July, 2002.

d.

BLANCA S. BAYO, Direct
Division of the Commission Clerk
and Administrative Services

(S EAL)

BK
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NOTICE OF FURTHER PROCEEDINGS OR_JUDICIAL REVIEW

The Florida Public Service Commission is required by 8ection
120.569(1), Florida Statutes, to notify parties of any
administrative hearing or judicial review of Commission orders that’
is available under Sections 120.57 or 120.68, Florida Statutes, as
well as the procedures and time limits that apply. This notice
should not be construed to mean all requests for an administrative
hearing or judicial review will be granted or result in the relief
sought.

Any party adversely affected by the Commission’s final action
in this matter may request: 1) reconsideration of the decision by
filing a motion for reconsideration with the Director, Division of
the Commission Clerk and Administrative Sexrvices, 2540 Shumard Oak
Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0850, within fifteen (15)
days of the issuance of this order in the form prescribed by Rule
25-22.060, Florida Administrative Code; or 2) judicial review by
the Florida Supreme Court in the case of an electric, gas or
telephone utility or the First District Court of Appeal in the case
of a water and/or wastewater utility by filing a notice of appeal
with the Director, Division of the Commission Clerk and
Administrative Services and filing a copy of the notice of appeal
and the filing fee with the appropriate court. This filing must be
completed within thirty (30) days after the issuance of this orxder,
pursuant to Rule 9.110, Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. The
notice of appeal must be in the form specified in Rule 9.900(a),
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure.
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. gg%é(E\Jngs?L%%'g?-TL AFFIDAVIT ATTACHMENT‘A
STATE OF NEW, YORK

COUNTY OF __ /1) i c. ‘D"ul'ﬂu
BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, appeared @\‘ I . who deposed and said:

1. My name is b!\‘ﬁ q C. ‘J-“*/U"] am emploved by Frontjer Communications of the
South, Inc. (“Frontier” or the * Company') as_{Loalztrrt 2ec4H700 an officer of the
Company and am authonized 10 pive this affidavit on behalf of the Company. This affidavit is

being given 1o support the Florida Public Service Conunission's cenification as contemp)ated in
47CFR. §54.314.

2. Frontier hereby centifies that it will only use the federal high-cost support it receives

during 2003 for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and service for which
such support is intended.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT,

Name ' A~ .
. Title Cregp C.gayre. Assistant Secretary

Frontier Communications of the South, Inc.

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF __TVAevied

Acknowledged before me this Zﬁ-&)day of April, 2002, by _}:J/\J% C é‘[w/
C{,.u:ﬂdut ’Bj‘Fronuer Communications of the South, Inc., who is personally’ known 1o me or
produced 1denuﬁcauon and who did 1ake an oath.

ML Y Qd/m«c_a
NOTARY PUBLIC ' HOLLY M, IAMES

Notary Public, State of New York
Quslitizd in Monroe Courty

Printed Name of Notary

Persapally Known | S bkoJ
Produced }dentification
Type of ldentification Produced

o 5
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DOCKET NO. 010977-TL

DATE: JUNE 6, 2002 AFFIDAVIT ATTACHMENT B

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF ORANGE

BEFORE ME. the undersipned authority, appeared James T. Schumacher, who deposed
and said:

J. My name it James T. Schumacher. 1 &m emploved by Sman City
Telecommunications LLC d/b/a Sman City Telecom ("Sman City" or the “Company™) 8s it
Vice-Presidem - Finance and Adminiswaon. } zm an officer of the Company and am
suthorized to give this affidavit on behal{ of the Company. This affidavit i5 being given ‘0

suppon the Florida Public Service Commission's cenification as contemplated in 47 CFR.
£54.314.

2. Sman City hereby cenifies that it will only use the federal high-cost suppor 3!

receives during 2003 for the provision, mainienance and vpgrading of facilities and service for
which such supportis imended.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

a7 J’W

! i/ . .
JomeeT. Schumacher, Vice-President -
Finance and Administration

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF ORANGE

Acknowledged before me this Alth day of April, 2002, by James T. Schumacher, as

Vice-President - Finance and Administration of Sman City Telecommunications 11L.C d/bl/a Smant
City Telecom, who is personally known 1o me or produced igentification and who did 1ake an oath.

/\Ochm 3. fare

NOTARAY PUBLIC
A Lynn B Hek
i.@* My Commission CLIL 52 (_‘fu N B . H-"tU-

" ires July 22, 7002 -
maart” EADIT ol 737 Printed Name of Notary

Personally Known l/
Produced Jdentification
Type of Jdentification Produced

h:\dau\jjuMc\ceniﬁr.ﬂ'run.;ff.d« -6~
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DOCKET NO. 010977-TL AFFIDAVIT ATTACHMENT C
DATE: JUNE 6, 2002 E—

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF BAKER

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, sppeared Leon Conner, who deposed
and said:

1. My name is Leon Conner. | sm employed by Northeast Florida Telephone
Company. Inc. (“Northeast” or the “Company™) as its Presidemt. | am an officer of the
Company and am authorized 1o pive this affidavit on behalf of the Company. This

affidavit is being given 10 support the Florida Public Service Comimnission’s cenification
as comemplated in 47 C.F.R. §54.314.

2. Nonheast hereby centifies that it will only use the federal high-cost support it
receives during 2003 for the provision, maimenance and upgrading of facilities and
services for which such support is intended.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

Leon Conner, Presidem

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF BAKER

Acknowledped before me this 10™ day of April, 2002, by Leon Conner, as
President of Northeast Florida Telephone Company, Inc., who is personally known 1o me
or produced identification and who did 1ake an oath.

NOTARY PUBLIC

SR Eileen Siove
TR TIOME CXPIRES
y e August 2%, 2002
R SOHDID T TROY FAIN INSUSANCE INC

Personally Known v
Produced ldemification
Type of Jdentification Produced
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DOCKET NO. 010977-TL , ATTACHMENT D
DATE: JUNE 6, 2002 AFFIDAVIT .

STATE OF ARKANSAS
COUNTY OF PULASK)

BEFORE ME. the undersigned authority, appeared Stephen B. Rowell, who deposed and

said:

1. My name is Stephen B. Rowell. 1 am Senior Vice Presidem of ALLTEL Florida, Inc. }
am an officer of the Company and am authorized 1o give this affidavii on behalf of the
Company. This affidavit is being given 10 support the Florida Public Service
Commicsion’s cenificauon as contemplated in 47 C.F.R. §54.314.

ALLTEL Florida, Inc. hereby cerifies that it.will only use the federal high-cost suppont it

receives during 2003 for the provision, maimenance and upgrading of facilities and
service for which such support is inended as indicated by 47 C.F.R. §54.101.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT. g
L4 Cae
Stepht

“Rowell, Senior Vice President

28 ]

STATE OF ARKANSAS
COUNTY OF PULASK]

Acknowledged before me this 2% day of April, 2002 by Siephen B. Rowell, as Senior
Vice President of ALLTEL Florida, Inc. who is personally known 10 me OF produced

sdentification and who did 1ake an oath.
CX;A%W Lot
NOTARY/PUBLIC

Sa deg  TEAM WOSD

ey, Ptinted Name of Nolary

.~“.‘..T J

F)
i< }'q"‘i 3 Personally Known
H é § wyComm. Dipies 1 5 ¢ Produced ldemification
B O:'" 9-1-2013 ;Q, Type of ldentification
T Mg, FLS

AT

iJ...'..""....“..‘|| ~ _8-
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' DOCKET NO. 010977-TL ATTACHMENT E
@ oatE Junes, 2002 AFFIDAVIT |
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF MARTIN

BEFORE ME, the undersigned suthority, appeared Jeff Lesle, who deposed and said:

1. My name is lefl Leclie. ] am emploved by Indiamown Telecommunications Sysiems,
Inc. {(“1TS" or the “Company™) as Chief Financial Offices. 1 am an officer of the Company and
am authorized to give this affidavit on behalf of the Company. This affidavit is bcmg given 10

support the Florida Public Service Commission’s cenification as comemplated in 47 C.F.R,
§54.314.

2. 1TS hereby cenifies that it will only use the federal high-cosi suppont it receives

during 2003 for the provision, maimenance and upgrading of facilities and service for which
such suppor is imended.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

)
X s _--h—-—-—:-'

® SR

sef Findhcial Officer

ITS Telecommunications Sysiems, Inc.
" STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF MARTIN
Acknowledged before me this [ day of April, 2002, by (J; Le  , as

¢.Fc of ITS Telecommunications Sysiems, Inc., who is personally known 10 me or produced

wdentification and who did 1ake an oath.
Dhanes CnmsoHoth

NOTARYPUBLIC
& (R MAKY ANN HOLT
@ W e o 217 Magy A Hor
A mll oo 10, Printed Narhe of Notary

Personally Known v
Produced Jdentification
Type of ldemification Produced

o o
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DOCKET NO. 010977-TL
DATE: JUNE 6, 2002

ATTACHMENT F

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF WISCONSIN
COUNTY OF DANE

BEFORE ME. the undersigned authority, appeated Kevin Hess who deposed and said:

1. My name is Kevin Hess } am emploved by TDS TELECOM, the parent company of
Quincy Telephone Company dfb/a TDS TELECOM/Quincy (“TDS™ or the “Company™) as its
Vice President, Govermnment and Regulaiory Affairs. 1 am an officer of the Company and am
suthorized 10 give 1his affidavit on behalf of the Company. This affidavit is being given 10
suppont the Florida Public Service Commission’s cenification as comemplated in 47 CF.R.
§54.314.

2 TDS TELECOM hereby cenifies that i1 will only use the federal high-cost support it

recejves during 2003 for the provision, mainienance and upgrading of faciliies and service for
which such suppon is imended.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETHNOT.

n Hess
Vice President, Government & Regulatory Affairs

=y ATE OF WISCONSIN
COUNTY OF DANE

sckmowledged before me this /¥ th day of April, 2002, by Kevin Hess, as Vice
© Pregiden, Government & Regulatory Affairs of TDS TELECOM d/b/a TDS TELECOM/Quincy
Telephone, who is personally known 10 me or produced jdentification and who did take an oath.

ﬁﬂ;<p o-Z:£
NOTARY PUBLIC v
Lo [ s L . 59 o -I—L‘
Printed Wame of Nouary 1

: Personally Known l/
Produced Identification
Type of 1dentification Produced

~10=-
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DOCKET NO. 010977-TL ATTACHMENT G
@ oatE Junes, 2002

AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF GULF

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, appeared lohn H. Vaughan, who
deposed and said:

J. My name is John H. Vaughan, ] am emploved by GTC, Inc. d/b/a GT Com
("GT Com" or the “Company”) as its President. ) am an officer of the
Company and am authorized 10 give this affdavii on behalf of the Company.
This affidavit is being piven 10 suppon the Florida Public Service
Commission’s cenification as comemplated in 47 C.F.R. §54.314.

2. GT Com hereby centifies that it will only use the federal high-cost support it
receives during 2003 for the provision, maimenance and upgrading of
facilities and service for which such support is imended.

. FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.
el K M——-
Jotm H. Vaughan, President
STATE OF FLORIDA .-
COUNTY OF GULF

Acknowledged before me this 19 day of April, 2002, by John H.
Vaughan, as President of GTC, Inc., who is personally known and who did take
an oath.

‘_.-m\ Reteccs H Baleman
,ﬁiwwwmcwma ES) ¢ {J . W
s/ Eapi Sy 12.2003 : Notary Public

Rebecca H. Bateman

Notary Seal

® A1




